
Ideas for further learning:

How does this help my children’s learning?

How can I use this with my children?
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Follow these step-by-step instructions to 
upcycle empty cereal boxes by turning 
them into stylish magazine holders.

By getting creative and crafty with this 
resource, children can practise following 
instructions and using fine motor skills. 

Challenge your child to think about how 
else they could upcycle an empty cereal 
box. This pack contains a variety of 
ideas for you to try at home. 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/empty-cereal-box-craft-activities-ages-7-11-t-tp-2549617
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/empty-cereal-box-craft-activities-ages-7-11-t-tp-2549617


Cereal Box Magazine Holder

You will need:
Empty cereal box

Pencil

Ruler

Scissors

Decorating materials (see below)

Hold the cereal box with one narrow side facing you. Mark and draw a straight line 
across this side, about 10cm from the bottom. 

Turn an empty cereal box into a stylish magazine holder or box file. A great 
activity for older children, or younger ones with some adult supervision.

Instructions:

Place the box on its wide side so that this line is on the right. Mark and draw 
another line across the front wide side of the box, starting from the line you drew 
on the narrow side and joining up to the top left corner. 

Turn the box over and do the same thing on the other wide side of the box, starting 
from the line you drew on the narrow side and joining up to the top right corner.

Now, carefully loosen the glued flaps of the box and open it out flat. Use scissors to 
cut along the lines you have drawn, and to cut off the top flaps of the box.
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Cereal Box Magazine Holder

Hints and Tips

•	 If you don’t want to decorate the box, you don’t need to flatten it before 
cutting. Just cut along the lines you have drawn on the box. This is 
trickier than cutting flat, so make sure children are supervised.

•	 The box is turned inside out for decorating because the plain 
inner cardboard takes paint and pen much better.

•	 Try using different sized cereal boxes and make a collection 
of matching boxes to store all your bits and bobs.

•	 You could cover the entire box with a piece of pretty wrapping paper, or paper that 
matches your décor. Or try some decoupage (gluing on scraps of colourful paper to 
decorate). Decoupage glue, brushes and papers are available from craft stores.

Reassemble the box inside 
out, gluing the flaps down.

Use the box to store magazines, 
papers or files.

Decorate the inner plain cardboard 
side of the box with paint, paper, 
pens or crayons.
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Disclaimer: We hope the information on our website and resources is useful. It is your responsibility to note that some ingredients and/or materials used 
might cause allergic reactions or health problems and to ensure that you are fully aware of the allergies and health conditions of those taking part. If you 
have any concerns about your own or somebody else’s health or wellbeing, always speak to a qualified health professional. Remember, activities listed 
within the resource should always be supervised by an appropriate adult.
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If you enjoyed this resource, why not try...

If you need us, just get in touch -  
contact twinklcares@twinkl.co.uk 
visit twinkl.com/parents
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Free Parent Mixed Ages Taster Resource Pack

Tricky and Common Exception Words Worksheets

Free Times Tables Fact Fluency Practice Pack to 12

Free EYFS/Reception Twinkl Handwriting Taster Pack

Free Parents’ Taster Pack For children Aged 7 - 11

Number Formation Tracing Strips 0-20

KS1 Addition and Subtraction Maths Activity Sheets

Free Parents’ Taster Pack for Children (Birth to 5 Years)

Free Parents’ Taster Pack for Children Aged 5-7

Dinosaur Addition within 10 Activity Sheet

The Very Hungry Caterpillar Pencil Control Activity

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/twinklcares
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/twinklcares
http://www.twinkl.com/parents
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/l/19i4gc
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/l/ffauy
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/l/1ld9p3
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/l/y656g
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/l/1kmls6
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/l/sr5ut
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/l/10j2z6
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/l/r59cu
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/l/hlvsy
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/l/14bm82
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/l/8vga6

